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The Documents Associat ion of  New lersey (DANI)  is  a proud advocate for  the preservat ion,  use,  and
provis ion of  publ ic  access to government  in format ion.  Our cont inu ing miss ion is  to :

.  Promote the use of  government  documents

.  Prov ide a forum for  d iscussion of  problems and concerns
o Prov ide t ra in ing and cont inu ing educat ion events
o Faci l i ta te communicat ion among documents l ibrar ians and adminis t rators

Membershio

I  am happy to repor t  that  our  membership is  up f rom prev ious years.  We had 39 members in  2011and
hope to cont inue growing.

Federal  Documents In terest  Group (FDIG)

The FDIG, chai red bv Laura 5aurs,  proved par t icu lar ly  act ive th is  year  as i t  worked to indent i fy  and
discuss issues re lated to the preservat ion and access of  federa l  in format ion.  Severa l  New Jersey
Deposi tory L ibrar ies were inspected in  2011and members were able to  share in format ion on the
exper ience.  As the New Jersey Deposi tory Regional  Coordinator ,  Laura kept  the group in formed of  GPO
act iv i t ies and answered a wide var ie ty  of  addi t ional ,  deposi tory-re lated quest ions.

Federal  budget  cuts  were a lso a major  top ic  of  concern in  2011.  Wi th many agencies exper iencing
reduct ions,  access to federa l  in format ion was threatened.  In  par t icu lar ,  the GPO, the Census Bureau,
and the Nat ionalArchives a l l  saw proposed or  actual  cuts  wi th s igni f icant  impl icat ions for  deposi tory
l ibrar ies.  Among the more s igni f icant  threatened i tems,  are:

.  the ent i re  Census Bureau's  Stat is t ica l  Compendia Eranch (and i ts  most  wel l  known products,  fhe
Stotisticol Abstroct of the United States and The City ond County Ddto Book),

.  the GPO's of f ic ia l  content  management  system, FDsys,

.  a  number of  agency-speci f ic  or  "Open Gov In i t ia t ive"  resources,  such as data.gov and
usasPendinS.Sov

Al though le t ters were sent  to  the New Jersey Congressional  delegat ion regard ing these cuts,  i t  is  not
expected that  a l l  resources wi l l  be avai lab le in  2012.

Some posi t ive news d id emerge,  however .  For  example,  the Rutgers Law Library in  Newark received a
grant  f rom the Nat ional  Archives to d ig i t ize two New Jersey col lect ions.  Also,  2010 Census data and
products s tar ted emerging,  opening avenues of  new inqui ry .  FDIG members a lso found a number of
promis ing new {or  newer)  documents por ta ls  were explored ( ie ,  Google Books,  the Hath iTrust ,  e t  a l . ) .
A l l  in  a l l ,  the FDIG had much to d iscuss and wi l l  cont inue to be very act ive in  2012.

State Documents In terest  Group (SDIG)

The SDIG, chai red by Deborah Mercer ,  had a number of  oppor tuni t ies for  advocacy in  2011.  Deborah,
represent ing the New lersey state L ibrary (Nls t ) ,  met  wi th severa l  members of  the NJ Assembly and
Senate to d iscuss severa l  b i l ls .  Among them:

.  A27 42 (52863) ,  which reduced the number of  pr in ted copies of  each State repor t  or  publ icat ion
requi red to be f i led wi th State L ibrary

o 41541,  which requi red e lect ronic  submiss ion of  some per iodic  repor ts  by s tate agencies
.  5L217 (42408) ,  which requi red state documents to  be pr imar i ly  avai lab le on the in ternet ,

though prov ided for  not i f icat ion of  avai lab i l i ty



Deborah and the NJSL took these oppor tuni t ies to  promote document  preservat ion and ensure publ ic
access despi te  budget  reduct ions and/or  auster i ty  measures.  Deborah a lso had oppor tuni ty  to  advocate
for the Stotlstlco/ Abstrdct aI ALA Legislative Days and even begin a new twitter feed (@ njdocslibra rian).
Tru ly  i t  was a busy year  for  State documents promot ion I

In ternat ional  Documents In terest  Group ( lDlG)

Sadly,  the lDlG d id not  meet  th is  year .  DANJ is  in terested in  recru i t ing in terested members to reenerg ize
th is  group:  Please share your  knowledge dnd in terests l

DANJ Web Page

The web page faced a few host ing chal lenges that  wi l l  need to be rev is i ted in  the future,  but  was back
up and running thanks to the hard work of  Susan Lyons and Susan Bucks.  Susan Bucks took over
responsib i l i ty  for  the websi te  in  2011 and has begun work wi th the content .  We know she wi l l  cont inue
to br ing many wonderfu l  ideas to DANJ's publ ic  presence.

Newslet ter

The DANJ Newslet ter ,  ed i ted by Beth Pat terson,  was sent  to  members in  the Spr ing,  Summer,  and Fal lo f
2011.  Severa l  members contr ibuted shor t  p ieces shar ing in format ion on a var ie ty  of  resources,  f rom
Twit ter  to  PACER. The newslet ters are avai lab le onl ine i f  any in terested members would l ike to  rev iew
them. I  encourage a l l  members to contr ibute thei r  own in terest ing f inds to fu ture issues.

Cont inu ing Educat ion

Fol lowing some very posi t ive feedback f rom prev ious Conferences,  a pract ica l  and in terest ing topic  was
chosen for the 2011 Fall Conference. The Conference, entitled A Hedlthy Dose of Information:
Government Resources for Mentol ond Physical Wellness, was held at Monmouth University and
featured a number of  d is t inguished speakers.  Aruna Rao,  Associate Di rector  of  the Nat ional  A l l iance on
Menta l  l l lness of  New Jersey,  and Cel ina Grey,  Execut ive Di rector  of  the Governor 's  Counci l  on Menta l
Heal th s t i8ma,  of fered a panel  d iscussion on work ing wi th patrons wi th menta l  heal th  needs.  In
addi t ion,  Karen Hartman,  Socia lSciences L ibrar ian at  Rutgers Univers i ty  (New Brunswick) ,  o f fered a
presentat ion on menta l  heal th  resources;  Renae Barger ,  Execut ive Di rector  for  the Nat ional  Network of
L ibrar ies of  Medic ine,  Middle At lant ic  Region,  of fered a presentat ion on PubMed and Medl ine;  and
Robin Siegel ,  Medical  L ibrar ian at  CentraState Medical  Center ,  o f fered a presentat ion on heal th
stat is t ics.

I  would l ike to  thank a l l  members of  the Execut ive Board for  the i r  ro les in  at t ract ing such wonderfu l
speakers.  I  would a lso l ike to  thank Susan Bucks and Monmouth Univers i ty  for  the i r  suppor t  and for
prov id ing such wonderfu l  fac i l i t ies.

School  of  Communicat ion and Informat ion (SC&l) ,  Rutgers Univers i ty

Susan Kadezabek,  DANJ's SC&l  l ia ison,  was an act ive advocate for  documents l ibrar ianship in  2011.  She
at tended severa l  SC&l  meet ings and organized DANI members to read and select  the best  research
paper/pro ject  f rom the SC&l  Government  Documents course.  Er in  Ackerman's  work,  Ihe
Implementotion ond Enforcement of Title lX of the Educotion Amendments of 1972: on Annototed
Bib l iogrophy,  was selected to receive the DANI Award,  which inc luded a 5300 scholarship.  (This  and a l l
prev ious winning papers are avai lab le on the DANI websi te .  I  encourage you to read through them at
your  le isure. )  In  addi t ion,  Deborah Mercer  of fered a lecture to  Government  Documents s tudents about
state document  co l lect ions and Cai t lyn Cook of fered two to Reference Serv ices students about
Povern ment  docume nts reference.



Treasu rer's Report

We are gratefu l  to  our  t reasurer ,  Ma Lei  Hsieh,  who d id an excel lent  job mainta in ing our  f inancia l
account ing.  We are a lso very thankfu l  to  Mary Fetzer ,  who served to audi t  our  Treasurer 's  Reports .

As of  JanuarV,  2011,  DANj 's  account  balance stood at  55780.65 and DANJ'S CD balance stood at
5424I .54.  As of  October ,  2011,  DANJ'S account  balance stood at  55441.19 and DANJ'S CD balance stood
at  54292.03;  Tota l  assets:  59733.22.  Please see the Treasurer 's  Report ,  for  more deta i l .

Conclus ion

As documents l ibrar ians,  we share a common interest  in  preserv ing publ ic  access to government
in format ion.  Whi le  we applaud the dev€lopment  of  new technologies to bet ter  enable faster ,  eas ier
publ ic  access,  the cost  of  do ing business in  th is  increasingly  d ig i ta l  wor ld  has created a number of
unprecedented chal lenges for  our  l ibrar ies and for  the agencies that  supply  our  documents.

Whi le  I  am pleased that  more government  in format ion has been made avai lab le on the web (and l ' l l
admi t  I  happi ly  explore my agency created "apps"  each morning) ,  I  equal ly  fear  the loss of  t rad i t ional
resources that  have been rendered inconvenient  or  undesi red because of  the i r  pr in ted format  or  cost ly
d ig i ta l  preservat ion.  I  fear  that  the loss of  resources l ike the Stot is t ico l  Abstroct  or  leg is la t ive changes
that  reduce the number of  requl red preservat ion copies mark only  the beginning of  a  wave of  coming
changes.  I  suspect  more loss lay on the hor izon as the real  cost  of  preserv ing authent icated documents
in the long term is  fu l ly  real ized.

I  argue,  therefore,  that  whi le  technology has reduced deposi tory l ibrary exc lus iv i ty  in  terms of  serv ing as
pr imary reference locat ions,  i t  has rev i ta l ized the deposi tory 's  core miss ion: to preserve documents and
ensure publ ic  access.  As documents l ibrar ians,  we wi l l  no doubt  face more chai lenges and more
documents loss in  the very near  fu ture.  Yet  th is  wi l l  cer ta in ly  expand our  miss ion and responsib i l i ty  to
col lect ,  preserve,  and promote government  documents.  In  other  words,  there has rare ly  been a more
important  t ime to serve as a documents l ibrar ian !

DANJ is  commit ted to cont inual ly  seek oppor tuni t ies for  advocacy,  t ra in ing,  and documents promot ion,
as wel l  as to  prov ide a l ive ly  forum for  d iscussion and the d isseminat ion of  in format ion.  l thank you for
a l lowing me to serve you in  2011 and I  look forward to cont inual ly  serv ing DANJ in  the future.

You rs  respect fu l lv ,

Cai t lyn Cook


